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l"h.111k) 1H1 rm :Ulll' .lune().201 (l. kttt.:r regarding li li:time drinking ,,~1tcr l kalth /\th isories for 
pcrll1111ro11c1.i noi ...: acid and tlw nc:4-'d for a national prirnar) drinking \\atcr standard for PFO/\. The U.S. 
i'.m ini1111ll:ntal J>nitccti1m i\gcm:y is com111it1cd to supporting drinking water s~·stcm operatnrs. anJ 
stall.'. tribal and il)Cal ()lfo:ials whn ha,·c the primar.\ r._•<;p1msi hilit: for on:rsccing these systems. \\'ith 
in lil1rnati11T1 on th\.:' health risks or thc:sc cht.:rnicals. sn they can wkc the appropriate actions to protect 
their rc:,,iJcnts. 

I he I: PA·, I k altlt A<l, i:--(iric:s li. ,r PFOA and peril uonioctam: sul fonate arc hascd on the hest a\ai lab 11: 
pccr-reYic,, ... ·d st ud ies or the cfti.'cts of PFOA and PFOS nn la horntory animals (rats and mic1.·l and \\'ere 
.tb<i inli.·1mied h: q1itkrn iological studies ol' human populations that han! b\..'cn cxposeJ to 
r~' rtluor()alk:- I ..;uhstarn.:cs ( thl: group o r chemicals ot' \\'hich PFOA and PFOS arc a part). The a gene~· s 
I 11:.ilth :\th is<1r:,. lnl'b \\Cn: ._·akulati:d lo offer a margin n f prl1tccti(111 ::igainst adn·rse health effet:ls t<1 
thL· 1m1st srnsiti,t.: p11pulatin11s: fetuses during pregnancy anJ hrcastli.:d infants. 

I hl..' agtrlt': is current I) crnluati ng PFOA and Pf-(JS as drinking water conlamin<.1nts in accordance \\'ith 
th ... · prnt:L'Ss requi red h: thL· Sak Drinking \Vatcr .-\cl. ,\s you noted in your ktter. to n::µ ulatc a 
cPnlarnin.1111 under rhe SI)\\. ~\. the I· I' :\ must lind that: (I) it ma) ha,·e adverse hi:alth effects; (2) it 
occurs frequently (llr then: is a s11bst:1ntial likelihood that it occur-; frequen t I)) at levels of public hL·alth 
...-nm:1.:rn: and (3) th1:rt· i::. a 111,.:a11i11gful oppoI1u11ity for hl..'alth ri:-.k n;Juction for p1:ople st!rn:d by public 
\\·at er ,, -; tcm, . 

I he ,,µenc:, inclulkd ]>I'();\ and l'FOS amonµ the contaminants for \\'hich ,,·atc.:r systems arc required tn 
monitor under the third l inrq;ulatcd Contain inant \ hin itoring Ruic. final i1.cd in 20 I 2. Results of this 
moni toring repc;.1rtcd to date indicate that apprnx imately onl' pc.: rcc111 nf the s~ stems ha\ c n:poncd kvcb 
111 PH>:\ and f>H >~ .11 kvl' Is greak'r than l J>:\ · s I lea Ith :\ th ·i:-.or~ . In accordance ,, ith the SI)\\' A. I he 
agency" ill rnnsi Jer the m:currcnce data from UCt\lR 3. along with the peer re,·ie,\cd health effects 
,l:-.s\..':,,S1th.'llh :--upp or1i11g tht.: PH)1\ and PFOS I kalth 1\J\'i sorics. to make a regulator:, de1cnnination 011 

"hl'lhcr to ini ti.itc.· the pn11.:css to dc,·clop a national primar:, drinking watcr n:gulatitln . 

In .iddition. thc a~cncy \\'ill C(inlinuc: to asscss the hcalth s<.:iem:t' on thcsc contaminants. The agcn<.::, 
plan-. to hcgin :i. scpnratc effort to determine the range or pcrlluoroalkyl substances for which :111 

lntc.:gratcd Ri..;k Information System assi:ssmcnt is neeJcJ. l'hc IRIS r,rog.ram idc.:ntitics and 
characteri1t.:s thi: lw:11lh h:vanJs of chemicals found in the cm·ironmcnt. IR IS assessments inform the 
tir:-- t t\\(1 "tc:ps 1)1 lht' ri sk assessment process: hazard ide11titi1:atin11 ,.111d J11sc-rcsponsc. 
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Again. thank you for your lcttt'r. l t'you ha,'I.:' l'urthcr qucstiPns. please contai..:t llll' or: our staff ma: 
rnntact Cathy Da\'is in the LP/\'s Office of Congressillllal and Interg<m.:nrnh.·111:il Relations at 
Dm is.Cathcrinc\1,o,c:pa.gm· or (202) ~(>-l-270.1. 
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